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WORD-BLINDNESS.
Facts are accumulating which prove the validity

of the doctrine of partial memories connected with
certain centres of the cerebrum. Each special sense

is believed to register its own impressions as the con-

dition of their being remembered, and the permanence
of the memories depends on the integrity of the ner-
vous substruction. Visual images have their seat in
the occipito-angular region, auditory, in the first tem-
porosphenoidal convolution. Doubtless, the memories
associated with smell, taste aud touch, have a similar
localization in some part of tho cortex.

Words, which are visual and audible signs, have a

double registration, in the cortical centres, both of
sight and hearing, and the recognition of an object
depends on the calling into consciousness of its image
in one or the other of those respective centres, that is,
by the sight of the object, or by its written or spoken
signs. Disease of the registering centre may destroy
sets of memories connected therewith, and the written
or spokon word fails to elicit recognition ; we have
what is called word-blindness or word-deafuess.

Word-blindness is defined as the abolition more or

less complete of the memory of figured signs. The
subject is unable to read letters, syllables and worth,
the divers figured signs placed before his eyes, while
he may bo able perfectly to distinguish their form,
outline, and general position.1 " To read is to translate
writing into words, to interpret au image. In word-
blindness, this translation, this interpretation are im-
possible by the intermediation of the Bight."

Kussmaui in 1877 was the first to describe word-
blindness as a distinct entity. Wernicke had a few
years before treated in a very lucid manner of word-
deafness under the name of " sensorial aphasia."
Guenean deMussy in 1879, published in Galezowski's
Journal Ophthalmologique, a remarkable paper on
" asemiognosie optique " or " aphasie amblyopia," in

which he records a typical case of his own, and gives
a clear description of the malady (reprinted in the
fourth volume of his Clinique Médicale). The patient
of Guenean do Mussy was ablo to read by retracing
with an instrument or simply with the finger the
letters which composed the words, " the muscular
sense supplying the visual."

In 1881 Nadine Skwortzoff published a memoir iu
which fourteen cases — some typical and some incom-
plete

—

were published ; while about the same time,
Dejerine communicated to tho Société de Biologie, of
Paris, the first case which had been observed in France
connected with a careful autopsy. Two cases followed
by an autopsy were shortly afterward published by
Chauffard and another. These were the only cases

with autopsy which Charcot had before him, when iu
1883, he delivered his lectures on aphasia, which form
the substance of Bernard's book.

Of late years facts have been multiplying ; the
symptoms and pathological anatomy of sensorial aphasia
are now tolerably well known. (See articles by
Bastian, Ferrant!, and M. Allen Starr, also Seguin's
and Gray's valuable summaries in Sajous's Annual.)
Dr. Starr, in Brain, July, 1890, analyzed fifty cases of
sensory aphasia, in which Brocas's centre was not dis-
eased, and found that in all, the lesion lay in the lower
posterior third of the cerebrum. This writer says: "If
the lesion be extensive enough to involve the ouneus,
or deep enough to reach the visual tract to the cuneus
as it passes beneath the angular gyms and convexity
of the occipital lobe, it will produce heinianopsia ; if
not, actual blindness may not accompany psychical
blindness. In either case, it is found, that when things
are not recognized, they cannot be named when seen."
When limited in extent and strictly cortical, the lesion
was found iu five cases in the angular gyrus aud in
the inferior parietal lobule. It is here, therefore, that
the visual memory pictures lie, according to this writer,
and ho states that in all the cases in this collection in
which the lesion involved this area and in which read-
ing was tested, there was word-blindness.1

The most recent contributions to our knowledge of
the subject of psychical blindness have been made to
the Paris Biological Society. At the session February
13, 1892, Dr. Charles Riebet presented a dog which
had been mutilated by ablation of the cortex of the
pli courbe (angular gyrus) ; there was permanent
abolition of the mental representation of objects. This
dog, when placed in an apartment, distinguished the
furniture and avoided hitting objects, but these objects
awakened in him no idea, no image; as proof of this,
if a rabbit were placed in the room, the dog passed to
one side without paying any attention to the animal.
In order that the rabbit, should be recognized it was

necessary that the recognition should take place by
other senses than the sight, as olfaction. Thus, when
the rabbit was placed under the dog's nose, the dog
snapped at it. M. Riebet claimed that the facts showed
that iu this animal, if visual perceptions persisted, the

1 Bernard. 1 Sajous'B Annual, 1890.
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mental representations which these perceptions awaken
in the normal state were completely abolished.

At the session held January 16, 1892, an interesting
case of word-blindness with agraphia, followed by an

autopsy, was reported by Dr. P. Sérieux. The patient
was a woman, aged sixty-five years. Vision was in-
tact, there was no hemianopsia, but the patient could
not read either written or printed words. Writing
under dictation, and after copy, were also as impossi-
ble as spontaneous writing. There was neither motor

aphasia nor word-deafness. At the autopsy, a recent
ventricular ha:morrhage was found as the immediate
cause of death, but the sole lesion to which could be
referred the alexia and the agraphia, was an old focus
of softening as large as a five-franc piece, occupying
the whole of the inferior parietal lobule. The second
and third frontal, the lobule of the Ínsula, the Rolandic
convolutions were intact. Sérieux defines this as "a
case of graphic visual amnesia, not to be confounded
with agraphia from loss of the memory of the move-

ments necessary for writing, an agraphia dependent
on a lesion of the foot of the second frontal convolu-
tion."

At the same meeting, Dejerine remarked that the
case of M. Sérieux was just like an observation which
he reported last year relative to a case of word-blind-
ness with total agraphia due to a lesion exactly local-
ized iu the pli courbe. In both cases, the agraphia
resulted from destruction of the optical images of
letters, and the centre of these images, M. Dejerine be-
lieves to be the angular gyrus.

At the meeting of the Société de Biologie, February
27, 1892, the subject was continued, and Dejerine
spoke " of the localization of word-blindness with in-
tegrity of the faculty of spontaneous writing and writ-
ing under dictation." The substance of his remarks
was as follows : We are now able clinically to distin-
guish two forms of word-blindness. In the one, the
word-blindness is accompanied with total agraphia. In
the other, writing, spontaneous and under dictation, is
conserved, while the act of copying is performed in a

defective manner. The first of these forms has been
designated by Wernicke under the name of cortical
alexia, and the second under the name of sub-cortical
alexia. The anatomical localization of the first of
these forms is the angular gyrus of the left side, and
the patients cannot read because their centre of the
optical images of letters is destroyed.

The form of word-blindness in which spontaneous
writing and writing under dictation are conserved, has
not yet been anatomically localized. The clinical and
psychological analysis of this form, however, tends to
show that it is due, not to destruction of the optic cen-

tre of letters (the pli courbe), but to a lesion separating
tho pli courbe from the cortical centres of common
visual memory (the occipital lobes).

Dejerine's patient was a man aged sixty-eight years,
intelligent aud cultivated. One day (in 1887) this man

found that he no longer understood anything that he
read. Dejerine, when consulted, noted the existence

of complete word-blindness with right lateral homony-
mous hemianopsia and hemiachromatopsia. There
was also complete musical blindnesB, for the man,
though a good musician, could uot read a note of
music. Spontaneous writing and writing under dicta-
tion were perfect, and as normal as in the physiologi-
ical state ; the act of copying, however, was very
defective ; the patient copied letters and words, but
slowly and painfully, and on condition of having the
copy incessantly before his eyes, as the outlines of the
letters were all strange to him. Though afflicted with
verbal and musical blindness, he could read figures
and make calculations, both mentally and by writing.
There was no word-deafness, no disturbance of speech,
no hemiplegia, or hemiantesthesia. It was quite easy
in this patient to awaken in his interior vision the
optical image of letters which he could no longer
comprehend in the act of reading by making him trace
in the air these letters with the finger.

These symptoms continued for four years, while this
patient was under observation. The word-blindness
did not improve. This man, who went out every day,
could never read the name of the street, the signs on
the shops, an advertisement, a journal, not even the
letters which he himself wrote, and which were cor-

rected by others. He continued to transact his busi-
ness, till December 31, 1891, when he was attacked
suddenly, and without hemiplegia, with " pronounced
paraphasia and total agraphia." He had no " shock,"
or loss of consciousness, and preserved his comprehen-
sion of spoken language till his death, which took
place suddenly January 10, 1892.

At the autopsy, two lesions were found in the left
hemisphere, one old, the other recent. The recent
lesion consisted in a patch of red softening occupying
the inferior parietal lobule and the angular gyrus.
The old lesions

—

yellow patches of atrophy — occu-

pied the point of the occipital lobe, the base of the
cuiicus, the lingual and fusiform lobules. All these
parts were diminished in volume, yellow, hard, and the
optic radiations of Gratiolet appeared, under Flech-
sig'8 section, extremely atrophied. The right hemi-
sphere was intact.

It will be seen that this is one of the most typical
examples of word-blindness yet published. The old
lesions affected only the posterior regions of tho left
hemisphere, in the cortical optic zone. These lesions
explain tho hemianopsia aud hemiachromatopsia noted
during life, and to understand the word-blindness, we
must admit that the fibres connecting the centres of
optical memory of the two hemispheres with the angu-
lar gyrus were altered. This man could not read be-
cause the continuity between the central terminations
of the optic nerve and the angular gyrus, centre of the
optical images of letters, was interrupted. Spontane-
ous writing and writing under dictation were normal,
for the angular gyrus being intact the patient could
evoke mentally the visual image of the word which he
wished to write, just as in writing under dictation, the
auditory centre of words could waken in the corro-
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sponding angular gyrus the visual image of the word.
On the other hand, the day when the angular gyrus
became the seat of destructive lesion, ten days be-
foro death, the patient became suddenly and totally
agrapliic. After having been for four years affected
with word-blindness with integrity of the faculty of
spontaneous writing and writing under dictation, he
became agrapliic on the day when his angular gyrus
was altered. This man theu presented the one after
the other, the two clinical forms known under the
name of word-blindness, both depending on a different
localization of the lesion.

EVOLUTION AND HEREDITY.
The Cartwright Lectures for this year were deliv-

ered by Henry Fairfield Osbome, Sc.D., Professor of
Biology in Columbia College, who took for his subject
" Present Problems in Evolution and Heredity." a

In the first lecture on "The Contemporary Evolu-
lution of Man," many anomalies are mentioned in con-

nection with their possible or probable bearing upon
the history of the human race. The lecture is inter-
esting for those who have some knowledge of biology,
especially in connection with the evolution of different
species. The author says at the start that for the
present purpose we must suppress our sentiment at
the outset, and state plainly that the one interpretation
of our bodily structure lies iu the theory of our descent
from some early member of the primate race, which
may have given rise also to the living anthropoidea.
From the mammalian standpoint, man is a degeuerate
animal. His senses are inferior in aciiteness, his up-
right position, while giving a superior aspect, entails
many disadvantages, his foet are not superior to those
of many lower eocene plantigrades, his teeth aro me-

chanically far inferior to those of the domestic eat.
If an unbiassed comparative anatomist should reach

this planet from Mars, he could only pass favorable
comment upon the perfection of the hand aud massive
brain. Holding these trumps, man has been, and now

is, discarding many formerly useful structures. By
virtue of the baud and brain he is nevertheless the best
adapted and most cosmopolitan vertebrate.

It is probable that nono of our organs are absolutely
static, aud that the apparent halt in the development
of some is merely relative. Upon propor investigation
it is very difficult in mauy cases to determine whether
an organ is actually developing or degenerating at the
present time.

Variability of an organ or tendency to present indi-
vidual anomalies, indicates that some change is in pro-
gress. It is a fixed principle that a part degenerating
by disuse in individuals will also be found degenerat-
ing in tho race. Degeneration is an extremely slow
process. Both in the muscular and skeletal systems
wo find organs so far on the down-grade that they are

mere pensioners of the body. One symptom of de-
clino is variability, in which the organ seems to be

demonstrating its own uselessness by occasional ab-
sence. This long struggle of .the destructive power
of degeneration, which is essentially an adaptive fac-
tor against the protective powor of heredity, is the
most striking feature of the law of repetition. A
careful study of our developing, degenerating, rudi-
mental and reversional organs amply demonstrates
that man is now in a state of evolution hardly less
rapid, the author believes, than that which has pro-
duced the modern horse from his small five-toed
ancestor.

MEDICAL NOTES.

Regulating Prescription Blanks. — A curious
bill has been introduced in the New York Legislature,
which proposes to make it compulsory for physicians
to use for their prescriptions, blank forms to be sup-
plied by the Board of Health. There seems to be very
little danger that this bill will become a law.

Yellow Fever in Rio Janeiro. — During the
first two weeks of March there were 775 deaths from
yellow fever in Rio Janeiro. The crews of many ves-

sels in port have been attacked with the disease. Cases
have also been reported from Buenos Ayres.

Cholera in Asia Minor During the Past
Year.—The outbreak of cholera was first noticed
near Aleppo on June 9th, and remained until Novem-
ber 9th, during which time 1,659 persons died. Iu
Damascus, between October 15th and the 7th of Janu-
ary, 801 died. In the Hedjaz, 3,176 persons, or over

two per cent, of the population, died iu six weeks, in
the middle of the summer. In Mecca, the mortality
was three per cent. Between July and January there
were probably about 10,000 deaths from cholera in
Asiatic Turkey.

A Plea for Mus. Osborne.— The British Med-
ical Journal presents a plea for Mrs. Osborne, who has
recently been sentenced to a term of nine months' im-
prisonment for stealing Mrs. Hargreaves's jewels.
Letters have been written by various medical men

showing that she is chronically subject to hystero-epi-
lepsy and of a highly neurotic temperament, to such
an extent that she could hardly be considered as mor-

ally responsible.
The Cuban Degree ok M.D.

—

The Spanish
Minister of Foreign Affairs has proposed to take away
the power of the University in Havana to grant the
degree of M.D., thus reducing it to the position occu-

pied by other Spanish Provincial Faculties which can

only grant a license. A lurge petition has beeu sent

begging that the Government will recouBider the pro-
posal.

Meetings oe Congresses in Europe. — The
sixth meeting of the French Congress of Surgery will
be held in Paris on April 18th. The German Surgi-
cal Society will hold its Twenty-first Congress at Ber-
lin, from June 8th to 11th. The question of " The

1 Modioul Record, Februar; 20th.
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Surgical Significance of the New Firearms" will be
discussed, and there will be a debate on anaesthetics.
The Congress of Criminal Anthropology will hold its
third meeting at Brussels on August 28th. The In-
ternational Congress of Experimental Psychology will
meet in London on August 1st.

Antiseptic Tablets.
—

Attention has been called
in England to the danger of putting up poisonous an-

tiseptics in tablets of the same shape as those com-

monly used for internal medication. A good sugges-
tion is made that such tablets should not only be
colored, but that they should be made of a peculiar
shape.

The Koch Institute. — Dr. Pfeiffer bas pub-
lished an account of the first year's work of this Insti-
tute. Almost all of the infective diseases have
received more or less attention. There are two direc-
tors of departments and four assistants beside a number
of volunteer workers. In the scientific department
there is accommodation for twenty-five, all of whom
receive appliances and attendance freo of cost. All
who work at the Institute are required to sign an

agreement that any work which they may do shall be
considered the property of the Institute, and that all
discoveries shall be communicated to the directors ;
their notes also are the property of the institution. A
weekly conference is held, in which all work of any
importance is discussed. The connection between the
hospital and the scientific department is a very inti-
mate one.

The Next German War.
—

At a recent meeting
of the Reichstag, with reference to Billroth's lecture
upon modern firearms, Major Gaedo said that there
was no doubt that in the next war, the number of
wouuded would be greater than heretofore, but the
wounds would be of a less serious character. In the
war of 1870 the number of wounded was about fifteen
per cent, of the total number in the field, of whom a

little more than two per cent, died at once. The pres-
ent calculation of the next war is that twenty per cent,
will be wounded, five-sixths of which number will come

under surgical care. Each surgeon would have charge
of about twelve seriously wouuded men and twenty-
six with slighter wounds. Professor Virchow said that
although twenty per cent, would represent the aver-

age loss, tho losses in many of the engagements would
be much above the general average of the campaign.
He recommended that the government should not rely
entirely upon its military surgeons, but that it should
establish some system by which civilian aid could be
used.

boston and new england.

Boston Society eor Protection from Cruelty
to Children.—Tho annual report of this society
shows that during the past year 4,700 children have
come under its notice. The work of the society is
much impeded by lack of necessary funds.

Deaths in Boston During the Week. — The
number of deaths reported during the past week was

223 against 170 the corresponding week of last year,
making the death-rate for the week 25.2. The deaths
due to consumption were 26, pneumonia 35. The
number of persons over sixty years of age, 49. Two
deaths were reported as due to influenza.

Sea-shore Home for Infants. — This institution,
which for several summers has done very successful
work iu the care of infants suffering from gastro-intes-
tinal catarrh, in Winthrop, was a year ago not allowed
to open, by vote of the Winthrop town meeting. The
officers have now purchased thirteen acres of land on

Weymouth Foro River, in Quincy, and will soon begin
to erect buildings upon it. The new situation is de-
cidedly better than the old one, and can be very easily
reached by the Old Colony Railroad. It will probably
be in working order before the continued hot weather
of next summor.

Typhoid Fever at Bradford Academy.
—On account of the appearance of four cases of typhoid

fever at tho Bradford Academy for girls, near Haver-
hill, the regular spring vacation has been begun a

weok earlier than usual.
Massachusetts Legislature. — The anti-ciga-

rette bill was discussed and finally rejected by a large
majority. The Judiciary Committee reported a bill
regulating the use of embalming fluid in cases where
persons were supposed to have come to their death by
violence. A Committee on Public Reservations aud
Lands has listened to petitioners, that certain places in
the State be set apart as public parks, and also for the
establishment of a Metropolitan Park Commission.
The Committee on Public Charitable Institutions has
listened to the subject of the regulations of "baby
farms." The same committee has reported reference
to the next General Court on the report of the Com-
mission on a State Institution for Epileptics. The
Committee on Public Health reported a bill providing
that every town in the State, of more tbau 2,000 iu-
habitants, shall elect a board of health by ballot at the
annual town meeting or at a special meeting called for
the purpose. The board is to consist of three members,
for one, two, and three years respectively. Smaller
towns " may " elect such a board, and if they do not,
the selectmen shall act as such a board. The same

committee reported inexpedient on the order allowing
a town to impose the duties of a local board of health
on the selectmen, so that it shall be permissive only
in smaller towns.

Railroad Accidents in Massachusetts. — Ac-
cording to the reports submitted to the railroad com-
missioners for the year ending September 30, 1891,
the total number of accidents on tho West End Street
Railway was 204, of which 122 wero by horse cars,
and 82 by electric cars; 121 passengers were injured
in getting off and on to cars, 45 persons on the street,
and 38 by collisions with vehicles. The number fa-
tally injured was 14, ten by horse cars and four by
electric cars. Two accidents demonstrated that the
wooden bar on electric cars, four inches above tho rail,
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may crawl up over and crush a person lying on the
track, and cannot bo considered a fender. Efforts are

being made to próvido suitable fenders for these cars.

Accidents to passengers averaged one to 985,000
passengers carried, whereas in steam railroads they
averaged one to 634,000. The percentage of horse cars

in the total mileage of tho company is 73 per cent,
whereas the percentage of persons injured in getting
on and off the horse cars was 58 per cent., of persons
on the street, 67 per cent., aud by collisions with vehi-
cles, 58 per cent. The total number of passengers
killed and injured by the steam railroads of the State
was 134; employees injured 408, travellers at grade
crossings and at stations 84, and tresspassers 200. Of
these accidents 269 were fatal.

NEW YORK.

The Weekly Mortality. — The deaths reported
in this city during the week ending March 12th, were

919, a decrease of two as compared with the preceding
week, but 47 in excess of the mortality of the average
of the corresponding week in the past five years. This
represents an annual death-rate of 27.94 per 1,000 of
the estimated population, against 26.51 for the average
of the corresponding week for the past live years.
Pneumonia caused 151 deaths, against 185 in the pre-
ceding week, and 120 for the average of the corre-

sponding week of the past five years. Two hundred
and thirty-three cases of scarlet fever, with 34 deaths,
were reported against 224 casos aud 37 deaths in the
preceding week. There were 331 cases of measles,
with 18 deaths, against 366 cases aud 14 deaths in the
preceding week. There were 107 cases of diphtheria,
with 31 deaths, against 114 cases and  '!."> deaths in the
preceding week. There were no deaths from small-pox,
and only ono new case reported, while in the previous
week there was one death and nine new cases. For
the first time during the present year there was no
death from typhoid fever. During this week there
were reported 941 births, against 1,043 in the pre-
ceding week.

Typhus Fever .— There were eight deaths against
two in the preceding week; but only 12 new cases
were reported, while in the week previous the num-
ber was 30. Since March 12th only two or three
new cases of typhus have occurred, aud those have
been exclusively among the attendants at tho fever
hospital on North Brother Island : so that it may
be said that the Massilia outbreak is virtually at
au end. On March 13th a newspaper reporter who
contracted the disease while visiting tho infected houses
where the Massilia passengers were lodged, died of
typhus ; and on March 18th a policeman, who was on

duty at the Reception Hospital, also died of it.
The Pasteur Institute.— Since the Pasteur In-

stitute was opened, something over two years ago, Dr.
Gibier has had about 1,500 patients, of whom about
300 have been inoculated by him. Although the
building occupied, a small house in West 10th Street,
is very poorly adapted for its purpose, the expenses of

conducting the institution have been very considerable,
and as many of the patients treated were entirely
unable to pay for the services rendered, it has been
thought of lato that the undertaking would have to be
abandoned. It is now stated, however, that a large
firm of contractors have expressed their willingness to
erect a commodious building for this purpose near
Central Park, and it is thought that with the improved
facilities thus afforded the Institute may in time be-
come self-supporting.

New Y"ork Cancer Hospital.
—

The last annual
report of the New Yrork Cancer Hospital covers the
fourth year of active work since the opening of the hos-
pital. During the year 453 new patients were admit-
ted, and there were performed 307 operations, one-
third of which were capital. The two noteworthy in-
cidents of the year were the completion of the Astor
Pavilion for male patients and the opening of the
Chapel of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, erected in mem-

ory of Mrs. Elizabeth II. Cullum, from the property
left by her to the hospital. The buildings of the hos-
pital are therefore now all completed. During the
year $25,000 each was received from the estates of
John T. Farish, Daniel B. Fayerweather and Mrs.
Robert L. Stuart, and $5,000 each from Mrs. Win.
Astor and Miss Mary Edson, for the endowment of
beds.

philadelphia.

* Chief to Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
in the Navy.— Dr. A. L. Gihon, Medical Director
United States Navy, stands next in line for promotion
to the position of Chief of Bureau of Medicine aud
Surgery in the Navy Department at Washington. The
term of the present incumbent expires at the end of
this month, aud it appears very probable that Dr.
Gihon will receive the appointment, which will be a

compliment to this city since Dr. Gihon is a native of
Philadelphia, and for a period before the war held a

professorship in a Medical College here. After enter-
ing the Navy as Assistant Surgeon, he did duty on
board receiving-ship " Union," at the Philadelphia
Navy Yard in 1850, and since then was continuously
in active service until 1879, when he was commissioned
Medical Director. Siuce 1888 ho has been in charge*
of the Naval Hospital at Brooklyn, N. Y.

A Japanese Leper, in the last stages of the dis-
ease, has beeu admitted into the Philadelphia Hospi-
tal, where he is said to be in a dying condition. Much
excitement has followed the discovery that he has
been living for four or five years in this city, and
that lately he has been working at a hotel in the
capacity of assistant cook, making bread and pastry,
dressing poultry and otherwise preparing food with
hands disfigured aud mutilated by the disease and in
the ulcerating stage. The proprietor of the hotel was
arrested and fined for not reporting a case of con-

tagious disease, and will be further proceeded against
for maintaining a nuisance. City councils have just
authorized the erection of an isolated building of wood
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for the accommodation of leper patients, of which
there are two at present under treatment.

Tu e Trolley System. — The Philadelphia County
Medical Society held a special meeting on the 12th
inst., to protest against the proposed introduction of
the trolley system for the propulsion of street cars in
this city. In spite of the opposition, which has been
aroused against the overhead wires carrying heavy cur-

rents in our streets, the railway committee reported
favorably upon the ordinance by an overwhelming
majority, and councils will probably pass the bill
which the Mayor may veto.

An Endowment for a New Museum. — The
University of Pennsylvania has recently received a gift
of nearly three-quarters of a million of dollars for the
erection of a biological and anatomical museum to cost

nearly $200,000, and a yearly endowment of $30,000
for its maintenance. The donor desired that his name

should not be published until ¡ill the designs had been
completed and the " Wistar Institute of Anatomy"
founded ; but it has transpired that the generous donor
is General Isaac J. Wistar, of Philadelphia, whose
uncle, Dr. Casper Wistar, was at one time professor
in the medical department of the University, for whom
the proposed building is intended as a memorial.

Miscellany.
THE RECENT EPIDEMIC OF INFLUENZA IN

BOSTON.
The following chart shows the total death-rate,

from all causes in Boston, by weeks, from tho week
ending November 28, 1891 to that ending March 5,
1892. For comparison, the death-rate of the previous
year is also shown, in dotted lines. The lower lines
show the proportion to the total death-rate of those
persons who died over sixty years of age. The death-
rate, on the left, is calculated in the usual way, on the
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basis of the annual death-rate per thousand inhabitants.
The number of deaths is shown on the right. During
the week ending January 9, 1892, the total number of
deaths was 339, as against an average of about two
hundred ; while during the samo week tbe number of
persons of sixty years of age who died was 116, where-
as the average is a little over forty.

The Boston City Board of Health have recently
issued a set of tables classifying tho deaths reported

as due wholly or in part to influenza from December
12, 1891 to February 29, 1892. From these tables
the following figures are taken :

Deaths Due to Influenza, Complicated and Uncomplicated.
Mules. Fournies.

Influenza, non-complicutod .... 31 41
Complicated with Phthisis Pulmonulis . 2 li

" " Urouehiti» ... 8 1»
" " Heurt Disenso . . 4 10
" " Meningitis ... 1 2
" " Pneumonia ... 25 33
" " Old Age .... 3 10
" " Other Diseases . . 3 7

Total.77 128

Deaths Aubanoed by Age.
Malos. Females.

Under 5years.9 7
From 5 to 10years.0 0

" 10 " 20 "...... 2 1
" 20 " 30 ".5 7
" 30 " 40 ".4 13
" 40 " BO ".« IB
" 60 " 60 ".9 12
" 00 " 70". 10 19
" 70 " 80". 16 32
" 80 " 90 ".« lfi
" 90 " 100 ".1 0

Deaths Ahuanued uy Nativity and 1'auentaok.
Nativity. Parentage.

UnitedStates. 97 60
Ireland. 77 88
England. 8 9
Scotland. 0 1
Germany. 4 4
British Provinces. IB 9
Italy. 1 2
Other Countries and Unknown . . 3 32

A SURGEON'S IMPRESSIONS OF AMERICA.
Dr. Rütherford Morison, of Newcastle-on-Tyne,

describes a visit of eighteen days in America, during
which time he saw seven hospitals and met several
American surgeons. He describes his visit somewhat
at length in the Edinburgh Medical Journal. As a

preliminary, he says that the American surgeon is a good
fellow and it will be a Britisher's own fault if he can-
not get along with him.

He seemed to bo surprised that ether was always
given and that chloroform is mostly regarded as unsafe.
In connection with the Johns Hopkins Hospital, the
technique of the common surgical proceedings is des-
cribed. American surgeons claim that their hospitals
and nurses are better than the English. The first
claim ho does not deny, he also acknowledges that the
lectures at the training schools for nurses is an advan-
tage which the English nurse does uot have. Con-
cerning the hospitals in Boston ho says, everything
including hospital stall', nurses and all else is decidedly
English.

He expresses great surprise at the choice of the
point of election, rather than for a lower operation in
amputations of the leg. In conclusion, he gives his
general impressions of American surgeons and instru-
ments, as follows :

American much more resembles German than En-
lish surgery. Germans have an indescribable way of
taking possession of an anaesthetized patient, giving the
impression that he is entirely their own, and that they
mean to do just what they like with him. Germau
instruments are much larger,. forceps like tongs, scis-
sors like sheep shears, retractors like garden rakes.

The German surgeon is seldom in doubt, and has
an excellent euibryological, bacteriological and path-
ological explanation of all his cases and results ; if
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